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hi&.4 Zakat

zakat to the imam (A: i.¢. the caliph (025) or his
representative). and this is superior unless the
imam s unjust, i which case 1t is better 1o dis-
tribute it oneself.

THE PRAYER OF THE RECIFIENT FOR THE
ZAKAT GIVER

h8.4  Itis recommended for the poor person (O:
receiving zakat when the owner is distributing it)
or the agent assigned to deliver the zakat to recip-
ients (N: if the imam has gathered it by means of
ugents to distribute to the poor) to supplicate for
the giver, saying, “May Allah reward you for what
you have given, bless you in what you have
retained, and purify it for you."

THE INTENTION OF ZAKAT

h8.5  Making the intention of zakat is 4 neces-
sary condition for the validity of giving it. The
intention is made when zakat is paid to the poor
person or the one being authorized to distribute it
and one must intend giving it as the zakat of one's
property. (O: It is permissible to make the inten-
tion hefore paying the money.) When the owner
has made this intention, it is not necessary that the
agent distributing it also make an intention before
giving it (O: because the owner's intention is suffi-
cient, whether the agent is an ordinary individual
or is the ruler. It is also permissible for the owner
to authonze an agent 1o both make the intention
and distribute the zakat).

h8.6  Itis reccommended that the imam dispatch
a zakat worker, (O: to collect zakat funds from
those obliged to pay, to make this casier for them.
Such an agent must be) an upright Muslim (def;
024.4) who knows the rulings of zakat, and who is
not of the Hushimi or Muttalibi clans of Quraysh.

THE EIGHT CATEGORIES OF RECIPIENTS

h8.7 It is obligatory to distribute one’s zakat
among eight catcgories of recipients (O: meaning
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‘Giving Zakat to Deserving Recipients

h8.8

M zakat goes to none besides them), one-cighth
of the zakat to cach category.

~ (n: In the Hanafi school, it is valid for the
giver to distribute his zakat to all of the categories,

some of them, or to confine himself to just one of
yem (al-Lubab fi sharh al-Kitab (y88), 1.155).)

8 The first category is the poor, meaning
someone who:

(&) does not have cnough 1o suffice himself
such as not having any wealth at all, or having
‘but (N: he is unable to earn any, and) what
has is insufficient to sustain him to the end of
s probable life expectancy if it were distributed
ver the probable amount of remaining time:
fficient meaning it is less than half of what he
ds. If he requires ten dirhams a day, for ex-
. but the amount he has when divided by the
lcﬂ in his probable life expectancy is four
a day or less, not payving for his food,

g, housing, and whatever he cannot do
- u!. 10 a degree suitable (dis: f4.5) to some-
of his standing without extravagance or pen-
. then he is poor—all of which applies as well to
needs of those he must support (def: m12.1).)
A mechanic’s tools or scholar’s books are not
d or considered part of his money, since he
ceds them to carn u living);

"l (b) andis either:

(1) unable to carn his living by work suitable
him (0: such as a noble profession befitting him
~given his health and social position), as
prou:d to work unbefitting ham, which is con-

7' ed the sume us not having any. 1f such an
g idual were an important personage unaccus-
tomed 1o carning a living h) physical labor. he
mld be considered “poor.” This also includes
an able to do work suitable to one. but not find-
mgmmcunc o employ one):

2 (2) oris able to earn his living, but to do so
would keep him too busy to engage in attaining
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h8.9 Zakat

knowledge of Sacred Law. (n: Nawawi notes, “If
able to earn a living at work befitting him except
that heis engaged in attaming knowledge of some
subject in Sacred Law such that turning to carning
4 living would prevent the acquisition of this
knowledge (dis: w36), then it is permissible for
him to take zakat because the attainment of know-
ledge 1s a communal obligation, though zakat is
not lawtul for someone able 10 earn a bving who
cannot acquire knowledge, even if he lives at a
school. What we have just mentioned is the most
correct und well known position. Darami men-
tions three positions concerning  someone
engaged in attaining religious knowledge:

—that he deserves charity even when able to earn
a living;

—that he does not deserve it

—and that if he 1s an outstanding student who can
be expected to develop a good comprehension of
the Sacred Law and benefit the Muslims thereby,
then he deserves charity, but if not, then he
does not.

“Darami mentioned this in the chapter of ‘Volun-
tary Charity” ™ (al-Majmu' (y108), 6.190-91).)

But if one’s religious devotions are what
keeps one too busy 10 earn a living, one is not con-
sidered poor.

h8.9  Somcone separated from his money by ut
least 81 km./50 mi. is eligible for zakat, (N: This
was in the past. In our day it is fitter to say that he
must be far from his money in terms of common
acknowledgement (def: £4.5).) (O: Such u per-
son's absent property is as if nonexistent, and his
"poverty” continues until the money is present.
Likewise, someone owed moncey on a debt nat vet
due who doces not have any other money is given
zakat when 1t is distributed (N: to suffice him)
until the debt becomes due. )

h&. 11 People whose needs ure met by the expen-
ditures of those who are obliged to support them
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Giving Zakat to Deserving Recipients

h&. 11

“as their husbands or families are not given
(N: for poverty) (O: though it is permissible
third party to give zakat to such a dependent
virtue of the dependent’s belonging to some
other than the poor or those short of
(def: below), as when the person helongs
travellers needing money

THOSE SHORT OF MONEY

h8. 11 The second category is people short of
pney, meaning someone who has something to
for his needs but it is not enough, as when
needs five dithams. but he only has three or
The considerations applicable to the poor
also apply to someone short of money (O:
, that he is given zakat if he cannol carn &
by work befitting him (def: h8.8(b)). orif he
earn a living but attainment of knowledge of
§ Law prevents his doing so; though if he is
able to carn a living but extra devotions prevent
him from doing so, then he may not take zakat).

\HOW MUCH THE POOR ARE GIVEN

h8.12 A person who is poor or short of money 1§
given as much as needed of tools and matenals (O:
if he has a trade, such as the tools of a carpenter)

with which he can carn a living, or property with

he can engage in trade (O: if a merchant).,
‘according to the demands of his profession.
amount varies, depending on whether, tor
example, he is a jeweller, clothier, grocer. Of

I the recipient has no trade (O: 1€ is unuble
§‘ 0 do any work, whether for wages, by trading, or
| Other), then he is given enough zakat to fulfill his
seds from the present till the end of his probable
expectancy (O: based on (N: the average life-
n for someone like him in) that locality),
| Another position is that such a person is given
| enough for just one year.
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h8.13 Zakat

dunt zakat funds are available. whether the imam
distributes them or a property owner. But if there
is not much zakat available (O: meaming if the
owner or imam distributes funds that are too little
1o last the poor person for his probable life expec-
tancy or for even one year), it is distributed as is,
an eighth to each category.

ZAKAT WORKERS

h8. 13 The third category consists of zukat work-
ers, the above-mentioned agents (h8.6) dis-
patched by the imam, These include the person
collecting it, the clerk (O: recording what the
owners give), the person who matches the payees
to recipients, and the one who distributes it to
recipients.

The zakat workers receive an eighth of the
zakat funds. If this amount is more than it would
cost 10 hire someone 10 do their job, then they
return the excess for distribution to the other
categories of recipients. But if less (N: than the
cost of hinng someone), then enough is taken
from the zakat funds to make up the difference.
All of this applies only if the imam (A: caliph) is
distributing the zakat (O: and has not allotted o
fee 1o the zakat workers from the Muslim common
fund (bayt al-mal)). If the property owner is dis-
tributing the zakat (O: or if the imam has alloued
the workers a fee from the common fund) then the
zakat funds are divided solely among the other
categories of recipients,

THOSE WHOSE HEARTS ARE TO BE RECONCILED

h&. 14 The fourth category is those whose hearts
are to be reconciled. 1f they are non-Muslims, they
are not given zakat, but if Muslims, then they may
be given it (O: so that their certainty may increase,
or if they are recent converts to Islam and are
alicnated from their kin).

Those 10 be reconciled include:

(1) the chief personages of & people (O: with
weak Islamice intentions) whose Iskam may be
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48.15 The fifth category is slaves who are pur-
chasing their frecdom from their owners. They are
enough to do so if they do not have the

THOSE IN DEBT

6 The sixth category is those who have debts
( ‘and they are of three types):

(1) A person who incurs debis in order to
ettle trouble (O: between two people, partis, or
involving bloodshed (O: as when there has
killing but it is not known who the killer is,
puble has arisen between the two sides) or to
trouble concerning property (O: such as
ing the expense when trouble occurs over it)
given zakat even if he is affluent.

~ (2) A person who incurs debts to support
T or his dependents is given zakat if he is
. but not if affluent. If he incurs a debt (O: for
ething lawful) but spends it on something
1, and then repents (O: and is felt to be sin-
in this, and the original reason is known to

been something lawful), then he is given

(3) (O: And a third type, not mentioned by
author, which (n: given persons P, Q, and R)
when R incurs a debt by guaranteeing (daman,
def: k15) to P that Q will pay P (n: what Q owes
). If R finds that neither he nor Q can pay,
then R is given zakat (n: because he has gone into
debt in order to guarantee Qs debt). even if the

Giving Zakat to Deserving Recipients h8.15
ed 10 improve, or whose peers muy be | 5o i o 0 ot o
~ (2) orthe heads of a people who collect zakat (S Sesds J gl "'” ""
from Muslims living near them who refuse AL L
pay it, or who fight an enemy for us at consider-
¢ expense and trouble to themselves.
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h&.17 Zakat

reason R agreed to guarantee O was not charity
(N: but was rather that Q would pay him back).)

THOSE FIGHTING FOR ALLAH

h8.17 The seventh category is those fighting for
Allah, meaning people engaged in Islamic military
operations for whom no salary has been allotted in
the army roster (O: but who are volunteers for
jihad without remuneration). They are given
enough to suffice them for the operation, even if
affluent; of weapons, mounts, clothing, and
expenses (O: for the duration of the journey,
round trip, and the time they spend there, even if
prolonged. Though nothing has been mentioned
here of the expense involved in supporting such
people’s families during this period, it seems clear
that they should also be given it).

TRAVELLERS NEEDING MONEY

h8.18 The cighth category s the traveller in need
of money, meaning one who is passing among us
(O: i.e. through a town in Muslim lands where
zakat is collected), or whose journey was not
undertaken for the purpose of disobeyving Allah,
If such a person is in need, he is given enough to
cover his personal expenses and transportation.,
even if he possesses money back home.

PAYING ZAKAT TO RECIPIENTS

h&.19 A person who qualifies as a member of
two or more of the above categories is only given
zakat for one of them.

h8.20 When the (N: eight) categonies of recip-
ients exist in the town where zakat is collected, itis
unlawful and invalid 10 give it to recipients
elsewhere (O: as it must be paid to those present if
the property owner is distributing his own zakat,
The other schools of jurisprudence permit giving it
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