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Glossary of Islamic terms 
 
In 1980, the symposium Dimensions of Islam in North America was held at the University of 
Alberta (Edmonton). Muslim Brotherhood leader Ismail Faruqi, Yvonne Haddad, Muhammad 
Abdul-Rauf and others spoke at the event. Their speeches were published in a book entitled 
The Muslim Community in North America. 
 
A glossary of Islamic terms was added to the book. Four straightforward definitions that would 
be hard to find today in books intended for the general public and to which Muslim Brotherhood 
operatives are associated are particularly worth mentioning: 
 
Dhimmi: A follower of a religion tolerated by Islam, i.e. Christianity and Judaism. 
 
Jihad: War against all who are not Muslim; sometimes the battle against personal evils. 
 
Kafir (pl. Kufr): Literally, “the one who covers up the truth,” but generally the word for 
unbeliever. 
 
Taqiya: Camouflaging principles when admitting them would invite persecution; especially 
utilized by the Shi’ites. 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


