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RULE OF SHARIA

Lying, exaggeration and giving a misleading impression are
permissible
(Sections r8.0 — r10.3)
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r8.0 Holding One’s Tongue »

¢

“Do not assist one another in sin and aggres-
sion” (Koran 5:2).

Giving directions to wrongdoers includes:

(1) showing the way to policemen and ty-
rants when they are going to commit injustice and
corruption;

(2) teaching questions of Sacred Law to
those learning it in bad faith (N: i.c. who do not
want the knowledge to apply it in their lives, but
for some unworthy purpose);

(3) teaching positions in Sacred Law that are
rejected (A: meaning those that are not accepted
by any of the four schools of jurisprudence (dis:
b7.6)) or weak (dis: wi2.2), or anything else that
informs people of how to commit disobedience to
Allah Most High;

(4) and permitting or authonzing a person to
do something that entails disobedience, for accep-
tance of disobedience is disobedience.

(Ibid., 159-60)
*
8.0 LYING
8.1 (Nawawi:) Primary texts from the Koran

and sunna that it is unlawful to lie (dis: p24) are
both numerous and intersubstantiative, it being
among the ugliest sins and most disgusting faults.
Because of the scholarly consensus of the Com-
munity (Umma) that it is prohibited and the
unanimity and amount of the primary textual evi-
dence, there is little need to cite particular exam-
ples thereof, our only concern here being to
explain the exceptions to what is considered lying,
and apprise of the details.

PERMISSIBLE LYING

8.2 The Prophet (Allah bless him and give
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Lying 8.2

him peace) said,

“He who settles disagreements between
people to bring about good or says something
commendable is not a liar.™

‘This much is related by both Bukhan and Muslim,
with Muslim’s version recording that Umm
Kulthum added,

“1 did not hear lim permit untruth in any-
thing people say, except for three things: war,
settling disagreements, and a man talking with his
wife or she with him (A: in smoothing over differ-
ences).”

This is an explicit statement that lying is some-
times permissible for a given interest, scholars
having cstablished criteria defining what types of
it are lawful. The best analysis of it 1 hiave seen is
by Imam Abu Hamid Ghazali, who says: “Speak-
ing is a means to achieve objectives. If a
praiseworthy aim is attainable through both
telling the truth and lying, it is unlawful 10

| accomplish through lying because there is no need

forit. When it is possible to achieve such an aim by
lying but not by telling the truth, it is permissible
to lie if attaining the goal is permissible (N: i.e.
when the purpose of lying is to circumvent some-
one who is preventing one from doing something
permissible), and obligatory to lic if the goal is
obligatory. When, for example, one is concealing
@ Muslim from an oppressor who asks where he is,
it is obligatory to lic about his being hidden. Or
when a person deposits an article with onc for

| safekeeping and an oppressor wanting to appro-

priate it inquires about it, it is obligatory 1o lie
about having concealed it, for if one informs him
#bout the article and he then siezesit, one is finan-
Gially liable (A: to the owner) to cover the article's
cost. Whether the purpose is war, settling a disag-
feement, or gaining the sympathy of a victim leg-

| 2lly entitled to retaliate against one so that he will

forbear to do so; it is not unlawful to lic when any
Of these aims can only be attained through lying.

| Butitis religiously more precautionary (def: c6.5)

n all such cases to employ words that give a mis-
leading impression, meaning 1o intend by one's
Wwords something that is literally true, in respect to
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8.3 Holding One’s Tongue

which one is not lying (def: r10.2), while the out-
ward purport of the words deceives the hearer,
though even if one does not have such an intention
and merely lies without intending anything else. it
is not unlawful in the above circumstances.

“This is true of every expression connected
with a legitimating desired end, whether one’s
own or another's. An example of a legitimating
end of one’s own is when an oppressor intending
to appropriate one’s property inguires about it in
which case one may deny it. Or if a ruler asks one
about @ wicked act one has committed that is
solely between oneself and Allah Most High (N:
i.c. it does not concern the rights of another), in
which case one is entitled to disclaim it, such as by
saymg. ‘1 did not commit fornication,” or ‘1 did not
drink.' There are many well known hadiths in
which those who admitted they deserved punish-
ment were given prompting (A: by the Prophet
(Allsh bless him and give him peace)) to retract
their confessions. An example of a legitimating
desired end of another is when one is asked about
another's secret and one disacknowledges it. And
s0 on. One should compare the bad consequences
entailed by lying to those entailed by telling the
truth, and if the consequences of telling the truth
are more damaging, one is entitled to lie, though
if the reverse is true or if one does not know which
entails more damage, then lying is unlawful,
Whenever lying is permissible, if the factor which
permits itis a desired end of one’s own, it is recom-
mended not 10 li¢, but when the factor that per-
mits it is the desired end of another, it is not lawful
to infringe upon his rights. Strictness (A:. as
opposed 1o the above dispensations (rukhsa, def:
©6.2)) is to forgo lying in every case where it is not
legally obligatory.”

8.3 The position of Ahl al-Sunna is that lying
means to inform another that something is other-
wise than it really is, whether intentionally or out
of ignorance. One is not culpable if ignorant of it,
but only if one lics intentionally, the evidence for
which is that the Prophet (Allah bless him and give
him peace) made intentionality a condition when
he said,

“Whoever lies about me intentionally shall
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Exaggeration M.0

take a place for himself in hell.”

(al-Adkkar (y102), 510-12)

0.0 EXAGGERATION

r9.1  (Nawawi:) Ghazali says: “Among the
forms of lying that are unlawful but not serious
enough 10 stigmatize their perpetrator as legally
corrupt (dis: 024.3) is the customary exaggeration
of saying, ‘I've told you a hundred times.” or
‘asked after you a hundred times," and so forth,
since one does not thereby intend to inform the
other how many times it has been, but only toindi-
cate that it has been too many. In such cases, if the
speaker in fact has only asked after the other but
once, he is lying, though if he has asked after him
a number of times considerably more than what is
generally accepted, he is not committing a sin by
saying it, even if it has not been ‘a hundred times.”
There are intermediate degrees between these
two at which the exaggerator becomes a liar."”

.2 The proof that exaggeration is sometimes
permissible and not considered lying is the hadith
related by Bukhati and Muslim that the Prophet
(Alluh bless him and give him peace) said,

“... As for Abul Jahm, his stick never leaves
his shoulder, while Mu‘awiya does not own a
lhing,"

it being understood that the latter owned the gar-
ment he was wearing, and the former set his stick
aside when he slept and at other times. And Allah
‘alone gives success (ibid. , 515-16).
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rl0.0 Holding One’s Tongue
0.0 GIVING A MISLEADING P I 100)
IMPRESSION I
(101 (Nawawi:) Giving a misleading impres- | 1da (ol o] [ 50— 0.1

sion is among the most important topics, being
frequently met with and often abused. It befits us
10 examine the matter closely, and whoever learns
of it should reflect upon it and apply it. Having
previously mentioned that lying is severely
prohibited. and the danger that exists in saving
something without any particular intention, what
follows below shows a safe alternative to these.

102 Giving a misleading impression means 1o
utter an expression that ostensibly implies one
meaning, while intending a different meaning the
expression may also have. one that contradicts the
ostensive purport. It is a kind of deception.

(A: It often takes the form of the speaker
intending a specific referent while the hearer
understands a more general one, as when a person
asks a householder, *Is So-and-so here?"" to which
the houscholder, intending the space between
himself and the questioner rather than the space
inside the house, replies, “He is not here.™)

r10.3  Scholars say that there is no harm (def:
p82(A:)) in giving a misleading impression if
required by an interest countenanced by Sacred
Law that is more important than not misleading
the person being addressed, or if there is a press-
ing need which could not otherwise be fulfilled
except through lying. When neither of these is the
case. giving a mislcading impression is offensive
though not unlawful unless used as a means for
wrongful gain or suppressing another’s right, in
which case it becomes untawful. The above deter-
mine its permissibility. As for the hadith evidence,
some of which permits it and some of which does
not, it is to be interpreted in the light of the above
criteria (al-Adhkar (v102), 514),
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