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Excerpts : 
 

(p. 55) It is narrated that some of the sahabah (companions of Muhammad) who moved 
to the land of al-Sham (Syria) for jihad began acquiring farms and cultivating them. 
These were fertile lands with an abundance of water that they were not used to seeing in 
their native lands of Hijaz. When the khalifah Umar heard that, he waited until harvest 
season and right before the sahabah started harvesting their land. He then ordered that 
they be burnt to the ground. He then assembled the sahabah and told them: "Farming is 
the role of the people of book. You should be fighting in the cause of Allah." Umar did 
not want the sahabah to be tied down to this earth by professions that would hold them 
back from jihad in the path of Allah. [é] The statement of Umar implies that the people 
who are attached to this life, the people of the book, should do this menial work. But you, 
the Muslims, should seek your provisions by the strength. 

 
(p. 55) Some Muslims today might feel uncomfortable consuming money that was seized 
by force from the disbelievers and would feel that income they receive as a salary or 
from business is a better form of income. That is not true. The best and purest form of 
income is booty. 
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(pp. 55-56) Ghanimah and fai. These are the two types of wealth that are taken from the 
enemy. Following is the definition of each: 
 
Ghanǭmah is the money taken from the disbelievers by force by the strength of the 
mujahidin and in a way that raises the word of Allah. 
 
Fai' is what is taken from the disbelievers without fighting. 
 
Rulings of ghanǭmah and faiô: 
 
After ghanǭmah is collected, one fifth of it is taken away in what is called "takhmǭs" which 
I would refer to from now on as the "one-fifth rule". The rest (80%) is distributed among 
the fighters. There is a difference of opinion on how the one-fifth is then distributed. 
Some say it should be spent on jihad while others say it should be spent on the needs of 
Muslims while others say a portion of it should be spent on the scholars and judges of 
the Muslim state. 
 
As for the money of fai', it belongs to the Muslim treasury. 
 
So the difference between ghanǭmah and fai' is that four-fifths of the ghanǭmah belongs 
to the mujahidin while none of the fai' belongs to them. 

 
(p. 57) Imam al-Abbadi compares this booty to hunting and wood gathering. This is 
because wild beasts and timber in the forest are not the "rightful property" of anyone. 
The reasoning behind comparing booty to hunting and wood gathering is because the 
property which exists in the hands of the disbelievers is not considered to be rightfully 
theirs in our Islamic shariôah because of their disbelief and when Islam does give them 
the right to own it, it is an exception to the rule such as in the case of ahl al-dhimma after 
they pay jizyah. This is why our scholars say that Allah has called booty as "faiô" which 
means "to return", so they say that the property of the disbelievers that doesnôt belong to 
them has "returned" to the believer: its "rightful owner." 

 
(p. 58) We as Muslims should seek the wealth of the disbelievers as a form of jihad in 
the path of Allah. That would necessitate that we spend the money on the cause of jihad 
and not on ourselves. 

 
(p. 59) It is recommended that Muslims who are not associated with groups that work for 
jihad and who acquire wealth from the disbelievers by illegal means to donate all that 
money to the cause of jihad unless if they are in need then they can take from it 
accordingly but not to exceed 80%. 

 
(p. 60) Since jihad around the world is in dire need of financial support, we urge our 
brothers in the West to take it upon themselves to give this issue a priority in their plans. 
Rather than the Muslims financing their jihad from their own pockets, they should finance 
it from the pockets of their enemies. 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 


