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Hassan al-Banna: It is obligatory on us (Muslims) to begin fighting against non-Muslims even if
they do not fight against us
On Jihad, one of Five Tracts by Hassan al-Banna, Translated by Charles Wendell, Berkeley, University of California Press, 1978, pp.
146-147)
Excerpt:
(p. 146 – bottom) Precious verses from the Qur’an and Noble Traditions concerned with the excellence of jihad have passed
in review before you. Now I would like to convey to you some portion of what the legists of the [Four Orthodox] Schools have
said -even the latter-day authorities among them - regarding the rules of jihad and the necessity for preparedness, so that you
may know to what extent the Islamic umma has lost the ordinances of its own religion on the question of jihad along with the
consensus of opinion of the Muslims throughout every period of their history. Now listen.
(1) The author of the Majma' al-Anhur fi Sharh Multaqa'l-Abhur, in determining the rules of jihad according to the Hanafi
School, said: "Jihad in its literal significance means to put forth one's maximal effort in word and deed; in the Sacred
Law it is the slaying of the unbelievers, and related connotations such as beating them, plundering their wealth,
destroying their shrines, and smashing their idols.
The desired aim is to strive to the utmost to strengthen the faith by such means as fighting the inhabitants of the Dar al-Harb
and the tolerated Scripturaries (if they rebel), as well as the apostates, who are the vilest of unbelievers, for recanting after
they have affirmed [their belief], and oppressors. It is initiated by us as a communal obligation, that is, it is obligatory on us
to begin fighting with them after transmitting the invitation [to embrace Islam], even if they do not fight against us."

